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THE BELEIVER’S PAST, PRESENT, and FUTURE  

This message presents a believer's
1
 relationship to God… in the past, the present, and in the future. It will 

emphasize the Lord Jesus Christ and His transforming power for all who believe.  

Message goals 

 To show that a believer's salvation is God's work… not man's.  

 To show that we are designed by God for His purpose… to make us like Jesus Christ.  

 To see our identity in Christ.  

 To rejoice in what God has done for us in Christ.  

 To know that we have true hope and complete security in Christ.  

We often hear words like, "Understand your identity; know who you are; be the person you want 

to be." However, when we take an honest look at our self, we are often disappointed. Through the 

Apostle Paul's letter to the Ephesians, God reminds believers of their true identity… who they are 

in his eyes.  

 Our past before we were saved.  

 Our present life since we have been saved by God's power through Jesus Christ.  

 And our future life in Him through the power that raised Jesus from the dead. 

The believer’s past condition 

According to God's Word, here are some truths about our condition before we are born into 

God's family: 

1) Dead to God because of our trespasses and sins.  

2) Influenced and guided by the thoughts, opinions, values, and aims of the people of this world.  

3) Influenced and guided by Satan.  

4) Living in continual disobedience to God.  

5) Guided in our thoughts, words, and actions by our evil hearts.  

6) Living our lives under the wrath of God.  

All of this can be summed up as… we were without hope and we were without God. 

Let’s take a closer look at these s6 elements of our past condition: 

1) We were dead in trespasses and sins.  

Ephesians 2:1 “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins…” Paul says, " ... you, you were 

dead in your trespasses (transgressions) and sins." Before we trusted in the Lord Jesus as our 

Savior, we were all dead to God. Because we were Adam's descendants, all of us were born spiritu-

ally dead… separated from God.  

                                                             
1
 Believers are Jews and Gentiles who by the grace of God, through faith, have received Christ by “believing” (Eph 2:8-9; John1:12-

13, 20:31; Acts 15:7-8, 16:31-34; Rom 3:22-24, 10:9-10; 1 Cor 1:21, 15:2-4; Eph 1:13-14; 1 Tim 1:16; Heb 10:39, 11:6; 1 John 3:23-24, 

5:13). Believing means to Acknowledge, Commit to, and Trust in Christ as Savior. To “believe in” Jesus includes both a wholehearted 

trust in him for forgiveness of sins and a decision to forsake one's sin or to “repent.” All who truly “repent *or turn from their sins+ 

and believe *in Jesus for the forgiveness of their sins+” will be redeemed (Mark 1:15) and restored to a right relationship with God (1 

John 1:9). To “believe in” Jesus also requires relating to, and putting trust in, Jesus as he truly is—not just a man in ancient history 

but also a personal living Savior today, seated at the right hand of the Father, who is sovereign and who knows every heart, and 

hears all prayers. 
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Paul said it this way in Romans 5:12, “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death 

through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned…” All of us were born with a sin 

nature… we cannot, not sin! We’re not sinners because we sin, we sin because we’re sinners… it’s 

our nature. 

Romans 6:23 says that “... the wages of sin is death;” meaning, because all have sinned, all are 

separated from God during their earthly life… without forgiveness of their sins. The death spoken 

of here also means the second death… separation from God forever. Separation from God, physical 

death, and our sin nature are the result of Adam’s sin… his disobedience of God’s command.  

Even though our bodies were alive, we were dead to God… separated from Him. We were unable to 

know and understand God and His ways. We couldn't love God, and we were unable to obey God.  

Trespasses 

Paul said that we were dead to God because of our trespasses. "To trespass" means to turn aside, or 

to wander away from the right path which God has given in His Word. It means to go our own way 

instead of God's way. Adam and therefore the whole world turned aside from the path which God 

had told them to follow. That is why we were lost… separated from God—dead to God. And that is 

why all unbelievers (this includes children) are still dead to God.  

To sin 

Paul also said that we were dead to God because of our sins. "To sin" means to miss the mark which 

God has said we should reach. It means that we failed to reach the standard which God has set for 

us in His Word. God says that all people were dead to Him because our father Adam and all of us 

missed the mark that God commanded us to aim at.  

What was the mark at which we all should have been aiming? It is, to be perfect like God. Jesus Christ 

is the only perfect man. When He was here on earth he always did everything His Father told Him 

to do… no one else has ever obeyed God perfectly.  

Romans 3:23 “…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 

2) We lived according to the mind of this world.  

Ephesians 2:1-2 tells who we were in God's eyes… “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 

in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, 

the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.”  

Paul is writing to believers so he says, “…in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this 

world…”. Before we are born into God's family, we live our lives wandering away from the path God 

commanded each of us to follow. Therefore, we were controlled by the attitudes, opinions, values, 

and aims of the people of the world. Like the entire unbelieving world, we were separated from God 

and did not want Him nor His ways.  

3) We lived according to the ways of Satan.  

We see in Ephesians 2:2b that it is Satan who is guiding unbelievers, “…you followed the ways of this world 

and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.” Before 

the Lord Jesus delivered us, we, too, lived according to Satan's ways. He was guiding our minds and 

leading us in disobedience to God. Paul called Satan, "... the prince of the power of the air ..."  

However, please remember that even though Satan is very powerful, he is limited. Satan is not all-

powerful like God is. Neither can Satan be everywhere all the time… Satan and his demons can only be 

in one place at a time.  
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4) We lived in disobedience to God  
When we were living according to Satan's ways, we were living in rebellion against God. Ephesians 

2:2 tells that all unbelievers are "…those who are disobedient... "  

5) We lived according to the desires of our evil hearts  

Ephesians 2:3a tells us… “All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful 

nature and following its desires and thoughts.” Because we were the children of Adam, we were born 

into this world with evil desires. Before we were born again, these evil desires influenced and 

guided our thoughts, words, and actions.  

In Romans 8:5-8 we see this crystal clear explanation… “Those who live according to the sinful nature have 

their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds 

set on what the Spirit desires. The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the (Holy) Spirit is 

life and peace; the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God's law, nor can it do so. Those 

controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God.”  

This was our past condition before we were “born again” by the power of the Holy Spirit. We were 

“…gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature…”. 

6) We were under the wrath of God.  

Ephesians 2:3 tells us, “…like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.” Because we were "... children 

of disobedience” ...we were also, the "... children of wrath, even as others." We were under God's 

wrath, not just because of an occasional evil deed that we did, but because we lived in continual 

disobedience to God.  

As we have seen, Scripture tells us who we were before we were born-again, born into God’s 

family… we were:  

 Dead to God because of our trespasses and sins.  

 Influenced and guided by the thoughts, opinions, values, and aims of the people of this world.  

 Influenced and guided by Satan.  

 Living in continual disobedience to God.  

 Guided in our thoughts, words, and actions by our evil hearts.  

 Living our lives under the wrath of God.  

We were without hope and we were without God.  

In chapter one of this epistle, verses18-20, we see Paul’s prayer for the believers at Ephesus… “I 

pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to 

which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably 

great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he 

exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 

realms…”.  

The power of God which the epistle speaks of is the power that God will release in the life of one 

who will turn to Jesus Christ. He will lift that person out of spiritual death into spiritual life. This 

power will be exhibited by Christ in the world through each believer. 

Are you experiencing that power in your daily life? Or are you continuing in a sin? Are you seeking to 

love and obey God’s will and plan for your life? Do you repent when you sin of fall short of God’s standard? 

Do you turn form your sin and turn back to God? Do you praise God and thank him that you have been forgiven 

and that he has given you the power to turn from sin? 
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The believers' present position  

What is our position today? Do you now have hope? Who made the difference? The Bible tells us very clearly 

that God made the difference!  

Ephesians 2:4-6 “But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ 

even when we were dead in transgressions--it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up with 

Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus…”. 

Before the Lord delivered us, our position was hopeless… helpless to save our self! We were like Israel when 

they were trapped between Pharaoh's army and the Red Sea. There was no way they could escape. Only the 

Lord could save them, and He did. We, too, were helpless and hopeless in the past.  

However, "…God raised us up” from our position of death and gave us spiritual life through the Lord Jesus 

Christ. God did this because of His boundless love and mercy.  

Our present position is that he has “seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus…” 

Paul was teaching in Ephesians 4-6 the same truths that he taught in Romans chapter 6. The Lord Jesus is the 

representative of every child of God. Therefore, when He died for us, we died with Him. When He was buried, 

we, too, were buried. When He was raised from the dead, we, too, were raised from the dead.  

But, Paul now added to this teaching by explaining that, when the Lord Jesus sat down at God's right hand, 

every believer sits down with Him. That’s right; God says that we are seated with Christ in heavenly realms! 

But you may be thinking, "I am not sitting in Heaven, enjoying all the wonderful things that are there…. I am 

here on the earth, and many times, I experience trouble."  

Yes, this is true… but do you remember what Paul wrote to the Roman believers? Romans 8: 17-18 says… 

“Now if we are children, then we are heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his 

sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. I consider that our present sufferings are not worth 

comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.” 

While we are on this earth, we are not able to enjoy all that belongs to the Lord Jesus. But when He returns, He 

will take us to be with Him forever. We have been chosen to inherit eternal life, “…the gift of God is eternal life 

in Christ Jesus.” We are God's children… we are seated with Christ in heavenly places. Even though we may 

suffer many things in this life, our place in heaven is real and it is secure. We have died with Christ, been buried 

with him, and raised with him, and now, we live with Him in heavenly places.  

Because the Lord Jesus is in Heaven, we have all that we need. God says that He has raised us up together with 

the Lord Jesus, and He has seated us at His right hand with the Lord Jesus. Therefore, in our position in Christ, 

we have already been delivered from the power of Satan, sin, and death.  

This, then, is the present position of every believer! 

What do you think? Is this your present position? 

Or have you believed and trusted in things that were never part of the gospel unto salvation? This is the 

gospel… 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 “For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died 

for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the 

Scriptures…”. 

The believer's future 

Through Paul, in his letter to the Church at Ephesus, God has told us about our past… and where we stand in 

the here and now… the present. But what about our future? 
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Ephesians 2:7 says, “…in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, 

expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.” Paul said that, “in the ages to come...” our heavenly Father 

will show just how much He loves us because we are in Christ. He was speaking of our eternal future. 

Everything that we will continue to receive in Heaven will be because of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

God loves the Lord Jesus and has given everything to Him and to all of us who have put our trust in Him.  

It is critical that we understand a believer's salvation is God's work 

Ephesians 2:8-9 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the 

gift of God-- not by works, so that no one can boast.”  No one deserves God's forgiveness and deliverance.  

Consider… Abel, Seth, Enoch, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Aaron, Joshua, David, Mary the mother 

of Jesus, Joseph, John the Baptist, the twelve apostles and Paul. Think of all others who have been saved 

(including you and me). All have been saved by God's grace. Even though we all deserve the punishment of 

God. But because of His great love and mercy… he forgave us and accepted us as His children.  

How do we receive God's deliverance? It is by faith—trusting, and depending on the Lord Jesus… through 

believing, “…that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on 

the third day according to the Scriptures…”  

Did we think of our own way or can we do anything to save ourselves? No! Our salvation was the free gift of 

God which He planned and provided for us. Romans 6:23 says… “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of 

God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”   

Ephesians 2:10 says… “For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 

prepared in advance for us to do.” We have been designed and crafted by God.  

For example… if you were handed a piece of black rock, perhaps you would think it was just another rock or a 

piece of coal, useful for making a hot fire. But if the same piece of rock were handed to a jewelry craftsman, he 

would quickly notice that the rock contained diamonds. With meticulous skill he would extract the gems from 

the rock. He would cut and polish them, and mount them in elegant settings.  

If he brought these beautiful pieces of diamond jewelry to you, would ever recognize them as having come from 

that black rock? But you would probably be thrilled and amazed at the work of that master craftsman… and so 

it is with each of us. Before the Lord saved us, we were all like that chunk of coal, ready to be thrown into the 

Lake of  Fire. But the Lord saw us and planned to save us, and then to mold us so we would be like His Son, the 

Lord Jesus… we are God's handiwork. Every day, God works in our lives so that we will be what He designed 

us to be.  

Romans 8:28-29 tells us, “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who 

have been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to 

the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.”  

God is making us to be like His Son, Jesus Christ.  

 Let's thank the Lord for the new life He has given us in Christ, and for seating us with Him in heaven.  

 Let's thank Him for continuing to make us more and more like His Son, Jesus Christ. 

 Let’s praise him that we have been designed and crafted by God.  

“For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do 

good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”  
 


